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PRELUDE/PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God-with-us, we confess that we have turned away those seeking 

shelter, claiming there is no room when we have plenty. We have made 

power and wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a 

manger.  We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in 

prettier packaging.  Too often, we have valued violence 

instead of your peace.  Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

Grant us the grace to begin again.  Free us from all that keeps us 

bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for 

us.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice!  You are God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, ☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    “Once in a Royal David’s City”              #269 
 

GREETING                                                                                                         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion     

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

KYRIE                                                                                                p. 98 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Let All Together Praise Our God” (v.1,5-6)   #287  

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                  

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our 

minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think 

and act according to your good will and may live continually in the 

light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                   Sue Lappin                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                    

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading                           1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm                                               Psalm 148                                          

Second Reading                                                           Colossians 3:12-17 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                             p.102 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                Luke 2:41-52         

                                                                                       

SERMON                                                                        Yvonne Smith                                
 

SERMON SONG  “ Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                     #288                                     

 

APOSTLES CREED                                  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                      

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried: he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                   

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERTORY  
  
OFFERING RESPONSE   “Let the Vinyards be Fruitful”              #184 

                                      

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 

made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 

chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give 

you thanks and praise. 

 

 



 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 

freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from 

exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 

thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 

witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the 

way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 

thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 

faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in 

need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION  

The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always. 

Amen 

 
SENDING SONG   “Go Tell It on a Mountain”                              #290                           

                                                          

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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